A total of 263 angiosperm species under 210 genera and 79 families have been recorded from Dhamrai Upazila of Dhaka district. Of these, Magnoliopsida is represented by 200 species under 154 genera and 62 families while Liliopsida is represented by 63 species under 56 genera and 17 families. Asteraceae is the largest family in Magnoliopsida represented by 17 species, and Poaceae is the largest family in Liliopsida represented by 20 species. Habit analysis shows that herbs, shrubs and trees are represented by 166, 23 and 74 species, respectively. Sixty two medicinal plants have been documented with their uses for the cure of more than 30 diseases, and some of these are diabetes, jaundice, diarrhoea, dysentery, spleen and liver complaints, chronic ulcers, bronchitis, rheumatism, irregular menstruation, piles, urinary problems and heart diseases. Threats to the species have also been assessed and appropriate conservation measures suggested.
Introduction
Dhamrai is one of the five Upazilas of Dhaka district with an area of 307.4 km 2 and is situated about 38 km north-west of Dhaka metropolis. It is located at 23º55΄ N and 90º14΄E. Dhamrai represents an undulating area with conspicuous crests and troughs. The soil is a heterogenous assortment of dry, moist and clay material. The crest soils are represented by three different types, namely brownish grey fine sandy loam, dark grey fine sandy loam and grey fine sandy loam. The trough soils are represented by three different types, i.e. greyish-yellow fine sandy loam, yellowish-grey fine sandy loam and grey sandy loam. The structure of soil of Dhamrai is medium angular to subangular, blocky and granular. Consistency of dry soil is hard, moist soil is slightly firm to friable, while nature of wet soil is slightly sticky or plastic. Soil pH ranges from 6.1 -6.4 (Hossain et al. 2003) . Dhamrai Upazila enjoys the same climatic condition as other parts of the district do in the tropical monsoon zone. The temperature of the area ranges from 14. 8 -35.6ºC . Monthly humidity varies from 48 -79% throughout the year. The highest humidity is noted in August and the lowest in February (BBS 2009) .
The plants of Dhamrai area exhibit a diverse habitats, such as wetland, cultivated land, char, homestead area, scrub jungles, fallow lands, etc. which support luxuriant formation of angiosperms and play a vital role in the local economy, environment and primary health care system. The importance of studying local floristic diversity has been realized and carried out in Bangladesh by Khan et al. (1994) , Rahman and Hassan (1995) , Uddin and Rahman (1999) , Khan and Huq (2001) , Uddin and Hassan (2010) . Recently Tutul et al. (2009 Tutul et al. ( , 2010 and Rahman et al. (2010) conducted the inventorying of angiosperm diversity of Runctia Sal forest of Bangladesh. The present study aimed at making an inventory of the angiosperm species of Dhamrai Upazila and to document the medicinal uses of plant species by local people. 
Materials and Methods
Plant specimens have been collected from all over Dhamrai through several field trips covering all seasons during 2009 -2010 . The collected specimens have been critically examined, studied and identified at Dhaka University Salar Khan Herbarium (DUSH). Identifications have been confirmed by consulting standard literature (Khan 1972 -1987 , Khan and Rahman 1989 -2002 , Dassanayake and Fosberg 1980 -1985 , and matching with identified herbarium specimens housed at DUSH and Bangladesh National Herbarium (DACB). Nomenclature has been updated following recent literature including Ahmed et al. (2007 Ahmed et al. ( -2009 ) and Rashid and Rahman (2011) . The families are arranged (Table 1) according to Cronquist (1981) , and the species are listed alphabetically under each family along with their Bangla name, habit, phenology and voucher number. Emphasis has also been given to the economically important species particularly the medicinal plants used as primary health-care. The information on the uses of medicinal plants has been gathered through interview of the local people. The voucher specimens are preserved at DUSH.
Results and Discussion
The present study has revealed a total of 263 angiosperm species in 210 genera under 79 families recorded from Dhamrai Upazila. Magnoliopsida is be represented by 62 families, 154 genera and 200 species, while Liliopsida is represented by 17 families, 56 genera and 63 species. In Magnoliopsida, Asteraceae appears to be the largest family having 16 genera and 17 species, followed by Fabaceae with 13 species and Euphorbiaceae with 10 species. In Liliopsida, Poaceae appears to be the largest family with 19 genera and 20 species followed by Araceae with 9 species and Cyperaceae with 7 species. Habit analysis shows that herbs are represented by 166 species including climbers, shrubs by 23 species and trees by 74 species. Out of 79 families recorded from the study area, 10 dominant families are Poaceae, Asteraceae, Fabaceae, Euphorbiaceae, Araceae, Moraceae, Caesalpiniaceae, Mimosaceae, Amaranthaceae and Polygonaceae. The dominant families along with the number of species and genera are shown in Fig. 1 .
Ten dominant families comprising 109 species represent 41.44% and the remaining 69 families with a total of 154 species contribute 58.56%. 
Medicinally important plants:
The present study identifies 62 medicinal plants locally used by the people of Dhamrai area for the treatment of at least 30 common diseases and some of the important diseases are diabetes, jaundice, diarrhoea, dysentery, cold and cough, asthma, fever, spleen and liver complaints, piles, ulcers and several skin diseases. The medicinal plants are listed in Table 2 along with their family names, part(s) used and the diseases treated for. Photographs of some wild medicinally important species are presented in Plate 1. In addition to the medicinal plants used for treatment of several diseases, the inhabitants of Dhamrai employ several wild plants as leafy vegetables, e.g. Threats to the species and suggested measures: Plant diversity of Dhamrai is under great risk because of many threats which have been identified based on the field observations and group discussion with local people during the field visits. Some of the important threats include modern agriculture, urbanization, lack of knowledge of collection techniques particularly for medicinal plants, over-exploitation, lack of awareness, exotic plantation, etc. If the current situation goes on, the area will lost a number of important plants including the medicinal ones. Therefore, immediate steps should be undertaken to conserve the plant species along with habitat protection. In order to conserve plant diversity and to ensure habitat protection the following recommendations are suggested: (i) extensive inventory of the flora of the area should be done immediately along with distribution map of the species, (ii) conservation of medicinal and threatened plants through exsitu method should be undertaken, and the local people should be involved in this activity, (iii) awareness among the local people should be created for the conservation of botanical diversity, (iv) traditional usage of medicinal plants should be recorded and documented, (v) nursery should be developed for the propagation of threatened plants and (vi) commercial cultivation of medicinal plants should be undertaken to meet the local demand.
